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Thank you for purchasing  
the BlackBerry PlayBook tablet 
It’s the world’s first professional-grade tablet. Which means you’re in for a truly uncompromised – and  

uncompromising – tablet experience. Multitasking, speed-freaking, web-rocking and ultra-portable, your  

BlackBerry PlayBook tablet gives you everything you need to tackle every day like a pro. If you’ve got  

a BlackBerry® smartphone, you can connect it to your tablet for secure, wireless access to your email,  

BBM,™ calendar, address book and more on the high-resolution display.2 You chose the tablet that does  

it all – and then some. The BlackBerry PlayBook tablet: this is the one you’ve been waiting for. 
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Explore your professional-grade  
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Navigate with ease: Getting around  
your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet

Drag
To move an application icon on the Home screen  

from one place to another, touch and hold the icon.  

Slide your finger to the position where you want it.

Swipe
To scroll a list, pan a webpage, move between  

pictures and more, touch the screen and slide your  

finger up and down or right and left.

Pinch
To zoom in and out of a webpage, picture or other  

content, touch the screen with your finger and thumb 

and pinch them together or apart.

No matter where you are  
on your tablet, it’s easy  
to get to where you want  
to be next – and back again. 
Just point, swipe, pinch  
or drag. Here’s how to  
navigate between views, 
menus, apps and more. 
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Show the Home screen and minimize apps
You can return to the Home screen at any time by minimizing  the app you’re currently  

using. Swipe up from the bottom frame onto the screen.

Switch between views on the Home screen
Swipe left or right in the lower part of the Home screen.

Show the menu
In many apps, you can find additional features, options and help in the menu. In an  

app, swipe down from the top frame onto the screen. To close the menu, tap away  

from the menu.
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Switch between apps
You can flip between your open apps without having to return to the Home screen.  

In an app, swipe in from the left or right frame onto the screen.

Show the status bar
You can peek at the status bar without leaving the app you’re using. This is a great way  

to quickly check your notifications, see the time, change system options and more.  

In an app, swipe in from the top-left or top-right frame onto the screen.

Close an app
Show the Home screen to minimize the app. Touch the minimized app and swipe up.
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The perfect pair: Connecting your tablet  
and your BlackBerry smartphone
Supersize your BlackBerry smartphone. Wirelessly connect it to your BlackBerry 

PlayBook tablet for full email inbox functionality, address book, calendar, memo pad, 

task list, and even BBM on the large, high resolution touch display. The connection is 

secure, data never leaves the smartphone and is never duplicated. Connecting is easy  

too – one-time setup is fast, and when it’s complete, the connection is automatically 

restored every time the two devices come into range. 

Your tablet connects to your BlackBerry smartphone using Bluetooth® technology.  

So you’ll need the BlackBerry® Bridge™ app installed on your smartphone. You can  

find it free at BlackBerry App World storefront.1,2

Please note: Your smartphone must be running BlackBerry® Device Software version 5.0 or later to pair properly.  
To update your BlackBerry smartphone software, visit blackberry.com/updates

Pairing your tablet with your  
BlackBerry smartphone
1. �On your tablet Home screen, on the status bar,  

tap  > BlackBerry Bridge.

2. �Tap Setup > Continue.

3. �In the BlackBerry Bridge app on your smartphone,  

tap Add Device > Next.

4. �Point your smartphone camera at the barcode  

that appears on your tablet to scan the barcode.  

The image will capture automatically and  

connect the two devices. 
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When your tablet  

and smartphone are 

connected, these  

icons appear on your 

tablet Home screen:

BlackBerry® Messenger – Communicate virtually instantly with other BlackBerry users.  
It’s everything you love about BBM, on your tablet.

Calendar – Keep on top of your schedule at a glance with Day and Month views  
or a convenient split-screen view.

Tasks – Have a growing to-do list? Use the Tasks app to help you stay focused  
on important actions.

Messages – Take advantage of the reading pane and larger screen on your tablet  
to work through your message inbox more quickly. Attach files from your tablet  
or your smartphone.

Contacts – Connect with the people in your network through the Contacts app.

Memos – Instead of jotting notes on scraps of paper that can be easily misplaced,  
use memos to keep your information organized and easy to find.
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To: Do:

Show the keyboard Tap a text field or swipe in from the bottom left corner of the frame.

Hide the keyboard Tap the Hide Keyboard icon in the bottom left corner of the keyboard.

Type a number in a text field Tap the 123 sym key. Tap the number. To show the standard keys  
again, tap the ABC key.

Turn on CAP lock Touch and hold the Shift key. To turn off CAP lock, tap the Shift key again.

Capitalize a letter Tap the Shift key. Tap the letter.

Type a symbol Tap the 123 sym key. If the symbol key you’re looking  
for isn’t displayed, tap the More Symbols key.

Keyboard and  
typing shortcuts
Tap your way to faster emails,  

BBM messages and more.  

Just follow these easy shortcuts. 

Handy shortcuts
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To: Do:

Add a song to your  
PlayBook Playlist

Tap a song, artist, album, or genre. Swipe down from the top frame.  
Tap Edit. Tap Add.

Shuffle or repeat songs Tap or .

Control music from  
the status bar Tap  or  ,  or .

Stop playing a video Tap the screen. Tap .

Delete a song from your  
PlayBook Playlist

Tap PlayBook Playlist.  Swipe down from the top frame.  
Tap Edit. Tap a song or songs. Tap Remove.

Play a video using HDMI Connect your tablet and an HDMI display, such as a TV, projector,  
or computer monitor, using the HDMI cable.

Move music or videos  
between your tablet  

and your computer

Connect your tablet and computer using a USB cable. On your computer,  
open the BlackBerry Desktop Software. Click Music or Videos and complete 
the instructions on the screen.

Music and video shortcuts
Your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet is a 

natural-born entertainer, supporting  

the most popular types of audio and  

video files. You can watch your videos  

in crisp, clear 1080p HD and listen with 

the built-in stereo speakers – or plug  

in your favorite headphones. For a full 

multimedia experience, connect your 

tablet’s HDMI port into your home 

entertainment system. Use these music 

and video shortcuts to get you started.
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Camera, video camera  
and photo shortcuts
Capture images and videos that awe  

and delight. Your BlackBerry PlayBook 

tablet has a 3MP high definition front-

facing camera, plus a 5MP high definition 

rear-facing camera. So you can  

take rich images and videos in glorious  

1080p. Follow these easy shortcuts  

to get you started.

To: Do:

Take a picture Tap   .

Switch between the front-facing 
camera and the rear-facing camera Tap .

Change the camera  
scene mode and settings

Swipe down from the top frame until more modes appear.  
Tap the one you want to use.

Switch between the video  
camera and camera Tap .

Record a video from  
the Videos app Swipe down from the top frame. Tap Take Videos.
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To: Do:

Zoom in to a picture Pinch out. Double-tap to zoom in to fit the screen.

Move between pictures Swipe left or right.

Play a slideshow Tap an album. Tap a picture. Tap .

Set a picture as your wallpaper Tap a picture. Swipe down from the top frame. Tap Set as Wallpaper.

Move pictures between your  
tablet and your computer

Connect your tablet and computer using a USB cable. On your computer, 
open the BlackBerry Desktop Software. Click Pictures and complete  
the instructions on the screen.
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You get access to the real web – no exceptions. With Adobe® Flash® Player woven right 

into the fabric of its design and HTML 5 support for rich audio and video without limits, 

the BlackBerry PlayBook tablet connects you to all of the content that’s important to 

you, including rich websites, online games and more, giving you the full power of the 

real web – to go. Plus, stream and download from websites or apps including YouTube,® 

Netflix,® Hulu,™ RoxioNow, Slacker,™ Podcasts and Music Store.3 Experience truly 

uncompromised web browsing on your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet.

To experience the freedom of Adobe Flash Player on your  

BlackBerry PlayBook tablet, visit M.flash.com

The real web – without compromise
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Connecting to a Wi-Fi® network
Your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet is road-ready. Connect it to the Internet 

virtually anywhere using Wi-Fi. Public Wi-Fi networks are available in 

public places like libraries, airports, hotels and coffee shops. When you 

connect to a Wi-Fi network, your tablet remembers the network and 

connects to it automatically the next time you’re within range of another 

Wi-Fi hotspot. So you can keep on surfing, sharing and socializing.

To connect your tablet
1. On the Status bar, tap  > Wi-Fi.

2. Tap the network you want to connect to.

3. If necessary, type the network password.

4. Tap Connect.
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A groundbreaking tablet experience  
deserves groundbreaking apps. 
That’s why BlackBerry App World now carries apps designed just  

for the BlackBerry PlayBook tablet – including games, social networking,  

online shopping, personal productivity apps and more. 

For more information or to download BlackBerry App World,  

visit: blackberry.com/appworld
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Find your new favorite apps fast: 

BlackBerry App World makes it easy to browse 

and download apps. Just find an app you  

want and get it in a few quick clicks. Plus, you 

can fill your BlackBerry PlayBook with apps  

in a flash using the Top 25 lists that are a snap 

to navigate. 

Scan it. Now get it: 

When you want an application, just scan the 

barcode associated with it from just about 

anywhere using your BlackBerry smartphone – 

the web, print ads or brochures. BlackBerry 

App World will find the related app right  

away, then open the app’s information and 

download page.

Easy payment options: 

BlackBerry App World lets you get the apps 

you want in the way that’s most convenient  

for you. Purchase apps using PayPal,™ credit 

card or charge them straight to your wireless 

bill. So you can just browse and download  

in a few clicks.5,6
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Breathtaking multimedia at your fingertips
Ignite your imagination with multimedia. You get a complete, dazzling media experience 

from a vibrant display, rich stereo sound and gaming capabilities that pack endless  

hours of fun and thrills into your tablet. 

Video:

Tune in to all the videos you love with the built-in Podcasts app.3 Search, browse, 

subscribe to and enjoy free audio and video entertainment – from arts, business, 

comedy, news, sports and more. And keep up with the latest YouTube sensations  

right on your tablet. 

Music: 

Listen up – the Music Store app lets you discover, preview, purchase and enjoy  

the music you want at the flick of a fingertip. The integrated digital locker protects  

your music from loss or accidental deletion. And it makes desktop sync easy.
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Share moment-worthy moments: 

Have the freedom to view content how and where you want. Show off your photos and videos on your  

HD TV with the micro HDMI output on your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet. Plus view your content from  

sites like Facebook,® Flickr™ or YouTube. 

Play anywhere: 

It’s like a home theater to go. Your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet comes with a vibrant display and  

stereo speakers to play all your sounds and images clearly and vividly. And with built-in music, photo  

and video apps to support your iTunes® and Windows Media® Player libraries, you can enjoy your 

multimedia uninterrupted.7

Free your files: 

Transfer your favorite media files to and from your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet using BlackBerry  

Desktop Software. Import your desktop iTunes or Windows Media files and carry your music,  

photos and videos with you wherever you go.7
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Buy and download music on the go
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Enjoy music on demand with 7digital.™ 

You just need to set up a 7digital  

account with a few easy clicks and  

you can start buying and downloading 

your favorite music to your heart’s 

content. Follow these easy tips  

to get you started. 

To: Do:

Buy a song 
Tap a song or album. Tap the price button. If prompted, enter  
your login information and click Sign In. Confirm your payment method  
and tap Buy Now.

Preview a song Tap the song.

Sign in to your 7digital account Swipe down from the top frame. Tap  > Sign In.

Turn off explicit content Swipe down from the top frame. Tap . Clear the Allow explicit  
content checkbox.

Create a 7digital account Swipe down from the top frame. Tap  > Sign In.  
Create 7digital account. Enter your information. Tap Sign Me Up.

Add or change your  
payment method

Swipe down from the top frame. Tap  > Sign In. Enter your 
login information. Tap Update.



�Dress it up

Choose from high-quality, sleek and fun sleeves, skins and hard  

shells to protect your tablet. And give it a touch of your own personality 

along the way. 

�Multimedia, enhanced

Make your videos, music and pictures part of your day, every day, with 

BlackBerry® multimedia accessories. Like the BlackBerry® Premium Stereo  

Headset that can turn wherever you are into a listening lounge. And  

the micro HDMI cable lets you play and control your videos wirelessly  

on your home entertainment system.

For more information on accessories available for your BlackBerry 

PlayBook tablet, visit: blackberry.com/playbookaccessories

Accessorizing
Suit your BlackBerry  

PlayBook tablet  

to your style with  

BlackBerry® Authentic  

Accessories.4
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Find out what other BlackBerry lovers are doing and talking about  

at myBlackBerry – the official community for everything BlackBerry  

related. It’s the place where you can meet other BlackBerry tablet  

owners like you. You can learn more about other BlackBerry devices,  

pick up useful tips and information, and discuss topics that interest  

you. Plus, you can download apps, free wallpapers and more.  

myBlackBerry is always growing and evolving, so it’s a great  

place to visit often.

To join myBlackBerry today, visit my.blackberry.com
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1. �Using a smartphone as a Bluetooth IP modem requires a data-enabled smartphone that supports the Bluetooth® DUN protocol. Please check  
with your wireless service provider for availability, costs and restrictions. 

2. �Pairing with a BlackBerry® smartphone using Bluetooth® technology requires a device running BlackBerry® Device Software version 5.0 or later  
and the BlackBerry® Bridge™ application. 

3. Podcasts application only available in North America.

4. �Use only those accessories approved by Research In Motion. Using any accessories not approved by Research In Motion for use with your  
BlackBerry PlayBook tablet may invalidate any approval or warranty applicable to your BlackBerry PlayBook tablet and may be dangerous.

5. Check with your service provider for roaming arrangements, service plans, and supported features and services.

6. Requires activation with appropriate data plan.

7. Synchronization with your iTunes® library is not supported on Mac OS.

RIM assumes no obligations or liability and makes no representation, warranty, endorsement or guarantee in relation to any aspect of any third-party  
products or services.

© 2011 Research In Motion Limited. All rights reserved. BlackBerry,® RIM,® Research In Motion,® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property  
of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Mac, iTunes and iCal are trademarks of Apple, Inc.  
Microsoft, Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Windows Media, Hotmail and Windows Live are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Wi-Fi is a trademark of the Wi-Fi  
Alliance. Adobe and Flash are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated. Bluetooth is a trademark of Bluetooth SIG. Apple, Inc. does not endorse, sponsor  
and is not otherwise affiliated with Research In Motion Limited and/or its products and services. EA is a trademark of Electronic Arts Inc. Fantasy Football  
application for BlackBerry® PlayBook™ tablet created by Universal Mind.™ All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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For more BlackBerry PlayBook tablet information and  
support, please visit blackberry.com/playbookgettingstarted
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